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Upcoming Events
Friday, March 5th
2021 Variety Show, 6-8pm 

Monday, March 8th
Begin Hybrid Learning for 
In Person Students

Wed March 10th, 17th, 24th, 31st
Early Release, 11:10 am

Wednesday, March 10th
PTSA Meeting, 6:30 – 8:00 pm
Zoom Link
Meeting ID: 893 9943 8022 
Passcode: 367214

Saturday, March 20th
Parent Zoom Coffee Hour
10:00 am
Join Zoom Meeting 

    Meeting ID: 846 9590 0485
    Passcode: 690379

April 19th - April 23rd
Spring Break

VIRTUAL COUNSELING 
OFFICE 

Learn more HERE 

HYBRID LEARNING 
INFORMATION
Learn more HERE

FREE MEAL PICKUP
EVERY WEDNESDAY

Learn more HERE
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BECOME A PTSA MEMBER

VOLUNTEER
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LINK YOUR FRED MEYER 

REWARDS CARD 
SUPPORT US ON 
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Announcing: 
3 NEW Free Little Libraries! 

We’re excited to announce that we’ve 
opened an additional 3 new Free Little 
Libraries around our Meridian Park 
neighborhood!  Each library has a diverse 
selection of K-5 books and is open all day, 
every day, so please stop by to borrow or 
donate.  We’d like to extend a huge Cheetah 
THANK YOU to the Graven, Kuhnau, and 
Fisher families for hosting our new Free Little 
Libraries.  We’d also like to thank everyone 
who has supported our PTSA.  Because of 
your generosity, we were able to purchase 
new books to honor Black History Month & 
BLM@School for our Free Little Libraries.  We 
will continue to add books to our collection 
that reflect our diverse school community.  
If you’re interested in hosting a Free Little 
Library, or if you have a book donation you’d 
like picked up, email alex@solanite.com. 

Free Little Library Locations: 
16733 Burke Avenue N (across from Edwin Pratt Early Learning Center) 

16525 Linden Ave N (near Richmond Highlands Park) 
2324 N 172nd St (across from school. 

They also have a terrific food pantry with fresh produce!) 
16739 Ashworth Ave N (167th St & Ashworth Ave N) 

Join us for our monthly Parent Coffee on zoom. We’ll be catching up with 
old and new friends, and discussing how the new hybrid/remote schedule is 

working for families. 
Topic: Monthly MP PTSA Zoom Coffee

Time:  Mar 20, 2021 10:00 AM

Join Zoom Meeting
Meeting ID: 846 9590 0485

Passcode: 690379

Parent Coffee Zoom 
Saturday, March 20th 

at 10am 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89399438022?pwd=eVREbjFKNzIvRXJabXBHR0RsV3BOZz09 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84695900485?pwd=bERzdHg2dmJIeStqMXp5VnNVL0VXdz09
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vSc8CMoYAZxUEFx1nYfAaFnZxSHkeDDvKRxur0MC3y89q83NrRuuTtJ0hj_W4010NuyYH3Soa0ui_mc/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000&slide=id.p
https://www.shorelineschools.org/hybridlearning
https://www.shorelineschools.org/Page/7520?fbclid=IwAR3lhAeaXi7grELBPfG-xJ9hFezFZLBbxjjzf79OP7BoT6DLi8ANHhEZxTE
https://mpptsa.org/volunteer/
https://mpptsa.org/calendar/
https://www.facebook.com/MeridianParkPTSA
https://www.fredmeyer.com/account/communityrewards/
https://www.fredmeyer.com/account/communityrewards/
https://couponfollow.com/smilematic#91-1609258
https://couponfollow.com/smilematic#91-1609258
mailto:alex%40solanite.com?subject=
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84695900485?pwd=bERzdHg2dmJIeStqMXp5VnNVL0VXdz09
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Announcements
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Thanks to a generous grant 
from the Shoreline Public 
Schools Foundation,  Annie Gage, 
Family Advocate, Mollie Merkley, 
Reading Specialist, and Jenny 
Hillger, Librarian, were able to 
provide a fun Cheetah Reader 
Book Bag to every Meridian Park 
kindergartener and first grader.  
Each bag was filled with fiction 
and informational nonfiction 
titles including Elephant and 
Piggie, Pigeon, Narwhal and 
Jelly, and Mother Bruce, as 
well as Who Would Win? and 
National Geographic for Kids. 
The bags, which also contained 
notepads and pencils, are our 
way of welcoming our newest 
and youngest cheetahs to the 
Meridian Park family.  We hope 
everyone enjoyed reading their 
new books. 

We had a great time passing 
out bags to our kindergarten and 
first grade cheetahs and their 
families during Curbside Pick Up 
on Wednesday, January 27th. 

This fun and exciting project 
was made completely possible by 
the Shoreline Foundation. 

We are so grateful!

An Enormous Shout Out to the Shoreline Public Schools Foundation! 
Kindergarten and First Grade Cheetah Reader Book Bags

From the Music Department
Happy March, Cheetahs!  

Singing and learning is what music is all about!  We have 
learned songs, movement, game songs, and instruments. We 
have had snow, snow songs, rain, rain songs, holidays and 
holiday songs, delicious food and food songs, songs with 
verses, songs about Cheetahs, and songs with new verses 
by our very own Cheetahs!  What is yet to come?  Stay 
‘tuned’ in music class and you will see!  

A small but enthusiastic group of 5th grade singers 
are working hard and having fun preparing for the 2021 

Shoreline School District Honor Choir.  Students from all 
Shoreline elementary schools will learn songs remotely and 
perform in a virtual concert on April 27, 2021.  Thank you, 
5th grade Cheetahs! 

Thank you to all Kindergarten, 1st grade, 2nd grade, 3rd 
grade, 4th grade, and 5th grade students for your wonderful 
participation, responses, and amazing effort in Remote 
Music Class!  I am so proud of you, and so amazed at what 
you are able to do! 

Wishing you a great month of March!



Issue Six 2020-2021 March 2021

Cheetah Chatter Page 3

Principal’s Letter
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Dear Cheetahs-- 
We are working non-stop to prepare for in-person learning 

starting March 8.  At the same time, we honor that many families 
are choosing to stay fully remote. This transition is an important 
step to eventually re-opening our school for ALL students to 
once again experience in-person learning.  We hope you will 
join us in embracing this opportunity to learn, grow, and be a 
stronger learning community. 

While we are super excited to welcome students back inside 
their school building, we know that change is hard and may bring 
uncertainty and perhaps even sadness.  Time and time again 
we have heard how much you appreciate the strong learning 
communities we have created together at our school this year.  
Some of us may be experiencing a sense of loss when thinking 
about a new class and teacher.  We acknowledge this reality and 
the big feelings of our students, families, and staff during this time 
of transition in our learning community. 

Despite these feelings, we find hope and strength in the 
incredible community of staff, students, and families at Meridian 
Park.  We know that whether you have chosen to be in person 
or remain remote, that the teacher who welcomes your 
student(s) through their classroom or zoom room door on 
March 8 will do everything within their power to create a safe, 
nurturing and challenging learning environment for your children. 

Shoreline School District #412 does not discriminate against any protected classes. For further information 
on notice of nondiscrimination, including the address and phone number of the Title IX officer, visit 

http://www.shorelineschools.org/info/title_ix.php

The Character 
Trait for March is 
HONESTY! Students 
will learn about and 
discuss the importance of 
telling the truth and being 
trustworthy, and how 
“actions speak louder than 

words.” An important reminder here is about the power 
in making mistakes and learning from them!  We tell kids 
all the time how mistakes can be a good thing. If students 
learn to tell the truth when they’ve made a mistake (or 
a bad choice), they will be practicing the traits of respect 
and responsibility too! 

We will be celebrating selected students for honesty at 
our VIC Lunch at the end of the month. Keep an eye out 
on Seesaw for an announcement.

Counselor’s Corner

Cheetahs support Cheetahs!  In-person or remote, 
Meridian Park is a school full of love and laughter, a learning 
community where all students and families are welcome, 
accepted, and supported.  Thank you for believing.  Now 
and always, we are One Community, Stronger Together, 
Celebrating Greatness.  Please reach out to us or a member 
of our staff at any time. 

David Tadlock, Matt Alford, and MP Staff

For families who are looking for a Parent 
Support Group, there is a Parent Support Group 

sponsored by Guided Pathways Support. 
This group meets via zoom on 

Thursdays from 4 to 5 pm.
Lead Parent Partner, Melody Parshall, is back 

to host our Parent Support Group Thursdays at 
4pm.  Join Melody, other parents and community 
partners to talk about your strength, hope and 

resilience in the ongoing challenges of 
parenting in a pandemic.

This is a free event and open to any 
parent living in King County.

To join via Zoom, click the link below:
https://zoom.us/j/5805201454?pwd=Zy85U1R-

talBDaFJjKzRwWnVPaHZlQT09
Meeting ID: 580 520 1454

Passcode: 2sDNep

https://zoom.us/j/5805201454?pwd=Zy85U1RtalBDaFJjKzRwWnVPaHZlQT09
https://zoom.us/j/5805201454?pwd=Zy85U1RtalBDaFJjKzRwWnVPaHZlQT09
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Finally, students have 
requested many, many arts and 
crafts books. This grant helps 
us to purchase supply bags of 
materials (chenille stems/pipe 
cleaners, googly eyes, origami 
paper, craft sticks, and so on) 
to help students create the 
projects they find in the books. 
It is so much fun to combine 
books with art supplies. 

Thank you PTSA!
The books are on order and 

should be on our shelves by 
the end of March.  Please use 
Cheetah Curbside Check Out 
and consider requesting some 
of these books. 

Curbside Check Out 
books are available for pick 
up on the second and fourth 
Wednesdays of the month. 
The request form is sent out 
to students and parents via 
Seesaw announcements and 
Messenger on the first and 
third Mondays of the month, 
and are due by the second and 
fourth Mondays. 

Happy Reading!

RETURN TO FIRST PAGE

Cheetah Notes
From the Library

I would like to thank our 
amazing Meridian Park PTSA 
for fully funding my grant 
request this fall. 

During remote learning, we 
are running Cheetah Curbside 
Library Book Check Out.

This program enables us to 
connect students with hard 
copy books to hold, read, and 
share. 

Consistently, students have 
overwhelmingly requested 
books about:

Arts and crafts
Dinosaurs
Sports
Cooking
Pets
Animals
Biographies and History
Popular Series
Beginning Chapter Books
We have not been able to 

keep up with the demand.  
I was able to use remaining 

book fair funds to purchase new 
books about arts and crafts, pets, 
and dinosaurs, as well as popular 
series for young and middle grade 
readers. 

With grant money from 
PTSA, I have been able to 
add multicultural cookbooks 
to our collection: Cooking 
Around the World and Easy 
Cooking series. With these 
books, students learn about 
the foods from countries from 
around the world. Countries 
include India, Colombia, Brazil, 
and Japan, as well as Thailand, 
Argentina, and Russia. 

Another issue we faced 
this fall was finding history 
books and biographies that 

Hello Meridian Park Families,
As we transition to In-person Hybrid Learning, I would 

like to remind you to keep your children  home if they 
are showing any signs of illness.  Additionally, please make 
sure that your contact information is current so that we 
may reach you if your student becomes ill while at school.  
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to 
contact me.

Thank you. Tama Leahy, RN
Meridian Park School Nurse
206-393-4124, tama.leahy@shorelineschools.org

From the Health Office

UPCOMING 
SCHEDULE

Monday, March 1st  
Order form sent to 

parents.

Monday, March 8th 
Order form due.

Wednesday, March 10th 
Curbside Pick Up, 

2:30 – 5:00 in front of MP

Monday, March 15th 
Order form sent to 

parents.

Monday, March 22nd  
Order form due.

Wednesday, March 24th 
Curbside Pick Up, 

2:30 – 5:00 in front of MP

Library News – March 2021
Thank You, MP PTSA!

our youngest readers could 
access. With help from the 
grant, I’ve added a series of 
biographies to the collection, 
Little People, Big Dreams. 
This series, accessible to 
younger readers while still 
being engaging for intermediate 
readers, highlights artists 
and trailblazers of diverse 
backgrounds by providing 
information about their 
childhoods and adolescence. 
Young readers learn about 
childhood events and 
circumstances that inspired 
these people to take risks and 
become leaders in their fields. 
The series includes biographies 
about Bruce Lee, Carozon 
Aquino, David Attenborough, 
Dolly Parton, Emmaline 
Parkhurst, Greta Thunberg, 
Harriet Tubman, Muhammad 
Ali, Ru Paul, Stephen Hawking, 
Stevie Wonder, Megan Rapinoe, 
Malala Yousafzai, Jane Goodall, 
Mahatma Ghandi, Simone de 
Beauvoir, Zaha Hadid, and 
Wilma Rudolph. 

To promote diversity in an 
array of sports, I have ordered 
books that encourage girls’ 
participation in a range of 
sports. The books include 
biographies of well-known 
athletes today (Megan Rapinoe, 
Abby Wambach, Chloe Kim, 
Simone Biles, and Elena Delle 
Donne), Wolfpack – Young 
Readers Edition by Abby 
Wambach – written to inspire 
young girls to be leaders, and 
volumes featuring girls in 
volleyball, basketball, softball, 
and soccer.

mailto:tama.leahy%40shorelineschools.org?subject=
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Meridian Park Elementary 
www.shorelineschools.org/ 

meridianpark/

David Tadlock, Principal 
david.tadlock@shorelineschools.org

Matt Alford, Dean of Students 
matt.alford@shorelineschools.org

Jake Goett, Registrar

Annie Bach, Office Manager

Tama Leahy, School Nurse

Katie McCain, Counselor

Annie Gage, Family Advocate

2020-2021 MP PTSA 
mpptsa.org

Executive Committee
Joe Hardie, President 
mpptsapresident@gmail.com

Briana Bell, Secretary 
mpptsasecretary@gmail.com

Callie Steward, Treasurer 
mpptsatreasurer@gmail.com

Alex Hart, Family & Community Engagement 
mpptsavpevents@gmail.com

Erika Botch
Co-VP of Programs/Clubs
mpptsavpprograms@gmail.com

Standing Committees
Kate Beck, Legislative Chair 
mpptsalegislativechair@gmail.com

Suni Tolton / Mary Webb / 
Katherine Vangunst, Grants
mpptsagrants@gmail.com
Laura Graven,  
Membership Coordinator 
mpptsamemberships@gmail.com

Volunteer Coordinator 
mpptsavolunteers@gmail.com

Jiovanna Koceski / Amy Baldwin,  
‘Cheetah Chatter’ Editors 
mpptsanewsletter@gmail.com

Nancy Jenkins, Webmaster 
mpptsawebsite@gmail.com

Nicola Beck, Special Needs Representative

Natalie Bachicha-Wells, 
Teacher Representatives

Follow the MP PTSA on Facebook

 
Cheetah Chatter is published monthly by 

Meridian Park Elementary and  
the Meridian Park PTSA

PTSA News & Community Resources

Free COVID-19 Testing at International Community 
Health Services (ICHS) Shoreline Clinic 

Testing is available on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9:30am-3:00pm Drive-up and walk-up 
testing is available to everyone regardless of citizenship/immigration or insurance 

status. The ICHS Shoreline Clinic is located at 16549 Aurora Ave N, Shoreline.  
Register online at https://www.ichs.com/free-covid-19-testing/.  Early testing is 
important to help prevent COVID-19 from spreading to friends, family, and the 

community. If you have a sign/symptom of COVID-19 or were exposed to 
someone with COVID-19, please get tested.

RETURN TO FIRST PAGE

We are looking for some MPPTSA Board positions 
for next year (2021-2022)!  

Many of our wonderful volunteers have kids that are going off to middle school.  
Please consider being a “co” (co-treasurer, etc.) to share a role; there’s something 

for everyone!  Position descriptions can be found at mpptsa.org.  
• Treasurer  • Secretary 

• Vice President, Clubs/Enrichment Programs 
• Vice President, Events   • Membership Chair 

•  Website/Tech Chair   • Multi-language learners Representative  
• HiCap Representative   • Cheetah Chatter Content Editor

We have a date change for our monthly General Membership PTSA meeting in 
March. Due to half-day and early release schedules, getting prepared for hybrid 
learning and the Variety Show, the meeting has been postponed to Wednesday, 

March 10, 2021.  
Meridian Park PTSA is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89399438022?pwd=eVREbjFKNzIvRXJabX-

BHR0RsV3BOZz09
Meeting ID: 893 9943 8022

Passcode: 367214

NW Share Provides Free Vegetarian Food Truck
1st and 3rd Saturday of every month, 11am – 1:30pm 
Black Coffee Northwest Café, 16743 Aurora Ave. N 

NW Share provides free vegetarian food on the first and third Saturday of every 
month at Black Coffee Northwest.  NW Share has been feeding people since 2002 
primarily in the University District and has expanded services due to the increased 

requests.  Quality food ingredients and fresh organic vegetables from Goloka farm in 
Redmond are used for the meals.  

PTSA Meeting March 10th, 6:30 – 8:00 pm
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